
Minutes of the 51st Annual General Meeting of the British Light Aviation Centre 

Limited trading as the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association held at AOPA, 50a 

Cambridge Street, London SW1V 4QQ on Tuesday 19th September 2017. 

 
In attendance: 
 
Richard Brooks (RB) 
George Done (Chairman) (GD) 
Mick Elborn (ME) 
Charles Henry (CH) 
Mandy Nelson (Minute secretary) (MN) 
John Pett (JP) 
Martin Robinson (MR) 
Gordon Train (GT) 
Pauline Vahey (PV) 
John Walker (JW) 
Nick Wilcock (NW) 
 
 
1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies were received from Geoffrey and Suzie Boot. 
Mike Cross and Chris Royle. 
 
2. Minutes of the 50th Annual General Meeting. Matters of accuracy: in the 
apologies, Mike Croft should be Mike Cross. Otherwise the minutes were accepted as a 
true record.  Proposed by RH, seconded by MR and carried. 
 
3. Directors’ Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31st March 
2017.  GT guided the meeting through the financial accounts. The accounts to 31 March 

2017 reveal a loss for the year of £15,982 compared to a loss in 2016 of £69,535. 

Membership income and advertising income in 2017 were lower than in 2016; however 

project consultancy was £38,455 in 2017, an increase from £4,527 in 2016. The 

company incurred repair costs (inside of building) of £25,270 in 2016 and £11,560 

(outside of building) in 2017. MR advised that he anticipates increased project income 

in the year to 31 March 2018. The company increased the provision against the loan to 

AOPA (UK) Ltd by £6,871, the charge in 2016 being £25,363. Provision has been made 

for one half of the loan less the net assets of AOPA (UK) Ltd. It is expected that the shop 

will trade profitably in ensuing periods. The auditors have advised that the project 

consultancy is subject to corporation tax. Certain costs and a proportion of general 

overheads have been charged to that income as advised and confirmed by the auditors. 

The company’s cash reserves at 31 March 2017 were £81,109. These reserves have 

fallen considerably over the years as a result of losses and the funding of the shop 

operation. It was noted that the company will need to consider its cash reserves 

carefully to avoid a cash flow problem. GD thanked GT for taking the meeting through 

the accounts. Acceptance of the financial statements as a true and accurate record was 

proposed by ME , seconded by RH, and carried. 

4. Election of Directors to the Board of Management. The following Directors 

are due to retire by rotation: Geoffrey Boot, John Pett, Chris Royle and Pauline Vahey. 

John Pett, Chris Royle and Pauline Vahey offer themselves for re-election. Martin 

Robinson, having been co-opted onto the Board in April 2017 offers himself for election. 



Proposed by JW and seconded by CH: all four to be subject to a ‘bloc’ vote, and carried. 

Proposed by CH and seconded by NW that all four be re-elected ‘en-bloc, and carried. 

5. To appoint as Auditors Messrs Waller & Byford, at a fee to be fixed by the 

Board of Management. The re-appointment of Waller and Byford was proposed by MR 

and seconded by JP and carried. 

6. To conduct any other business that may properly be dealt with at an 

Annual General Meeting.  Geoffrey Boot has resigned from the Board and position of 

Vice Chairman and has agreed to become an Honorary Vice President. He will continue 

to be AOPA Regional Chairman of the Isle of Man Region.  It was also reported that long–

serving past Board Member Alan Croxford passed away suddenly on Tuesday 8 August 

2017.  An obituary will appear in the October issue of AOPA UK magazine. There was no 

further business and the meeting closed at 1425. 

 
 

 


